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Bringing a smile to those in need this Christmas 
Thanks to the goodwill of Lambethians, 
officers and staff, this year’s Christmas tree 
appeal has been more successful than ever. 

More than 450 children are expected to 
benefit from the initiative, which encourages 
those who can afford to do so to donate a 
gift to a youngster who might otherwise go 
without this festive season. 
I joined members of our Partnerships team 
to hand over the items to our colleagues at 
Lambeth Council earlier this month, and I 
was stunned by the number and quality of 
the donations. 
Many of the presents will go to youngsters in 
foster families or children’s homes as part of 
Christmas parties hosted across the 
borough, or via personal delivery. If just one 
extra smile is raised as a result, it will 
definitely have been worth it. 
 

Guarantee to retain all neighbourhood PCSOs revealed 
Neighbourhood PCSOs will be retained across Lambeth following the Government’s unexpected 
announcement that there will be no change to the police budget for the next four years. 
Whilst this is good news, we are far from out of the woods, as the pressures of inflation and 
additional spending on new technologies mean savings will still be required for some time to come. 

However, the funding pledge has allowed senior leaders at the Met to guarantee there will be one 
PCSO per council ward for the foreseeable future, working alongside the Dedicated Ward Officers 
as the bedrock of neighbourhood policing. 

In addition, the improved outlook means that any other necessary reduction in overall PCSO 
numbers will be achieved through natural wastage, rather than a redundancy programme.



 

 

Topical news 
Male charged with sex attacks 
A man arrested by officers investigating a 
series of possibly linked sexual assaults in the 
Clapham and Brixton Hill areas has been 
charged. 
Mehdi Midani, 24, of no fixed abode, appeared 
in custody at Camberwell Green Magistrates' 
Court on November 4, charged with six counts 
of sexual assault and two counts of exposure 
that occurred between October 22 and October 
31. 
Midani was arrested on Monday, November 2 
in the Brixton Hill area following some good 
work from Lambeth Council CCTV operators. 
He appeared again at Inner London Crown 
Court on November 18 in relation to the 
charges. 

 
Man jailed over Brixton shooting 
Miles Headley, 19, was sentenced to eight 
years' imprisonment in October after being 
found guilty of possession of firearm with intent 
to endanger life and two counts of possession 
of a prohibited weapon. 
 

 
 

On October 11, 2013, police were called to 
reports of a man having been shot in Ferrey 
Mews, Brixton. The man was taken to a central 
London hospital where he was treated for 
gunshot injuries to his face. 
The 17-year-old victim was blinded as a result 
of the attack. Headley denied the offences but 
was found guilty. He was found not guilty of 
attempted murder. 
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Arrests from stop-and-search peak for year 
The number of arrests resulting from stop-and-
search has reached a record high for the year 
to date. Some of the key figures include:- 

There were 282 arrests resulting from 
stop-and-search in October 2015 - the 
highest for 12 months. 
Almost half of the stop-and-search 
arrests over the last year have been for 
drug-related offences, and another ten 
per cent were for offensive weapons. 
More than 320 knives have been seized 
from the streets of Lambeth during 2015, 
many as a result of stop-and-search. 
The ratio of arrests to searches 
decreased between August and October 
2015 - from 21.1% to 17.4% - as the 
number of searches increased. 

 
Be alert, not alarmed 
In the wake of the terrible attacks in Paris, 
some of you may be concerned about the 
possible consequences here. 
The threat level in this country is currently rated 
at 'severe', meaning an attack is highly likely. 
That was the case before the attacks in Paris 
and so is the situation for which we have been 
preparing for some time. 
However, as much as I would urge you all to 
remain vigilant, I would also encourage you to 
never let terrorism defeat us. As Assistant 
Commissioner Mark Rowley said after the 
attacks: 'be alert, not alarmed'. 
There were 800 fewer priority crimes across 
Lambeth this year, which is testament to the 
support from the community and the efforts 
of our partner agencies, including the local 
authority and many others. 
I hope you all have a very merry Christmas! 
 

 
 

Richard Wood 
Lambeth Borough Commander 


